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that they grow up  and are born from pre-
exisfcent and parent forms.   This succession, in
each kind, is distinct, though extremely various
in the methods by which it is accomplished;
but the law prevails through the whole ex-
tent "both of the animal and vegetable world.
Instead of these innumerable organisms, rich
with the marks of design and secret intelli-
gence and purpose, resulting from innumerable
daily repeated acts of direct creation before our
oyos, no such acts are ever witnessed; and our
thoughts are carried backward to some remote
origin, through a line of many successive gene-
rations*    The idea of creative power in pre-
aenfc exercise, day by day, to produce these
complicated living machines, with their mar-
vellous internal and external adaptations, is
replaced by the need of travelling back to
Bomo distant period, when there was not merely
a creation of plants and animals of like struc-
ture, but also thoir endowment with strange
and mysterious powers to give birth to other
individuals, like themsolves in plan and struc-
ture, through a long and almost unlimited
Borios of successive   generations.     But   the
idea of creation, itself is only confirmed, and
o&nchecl with a deeper element of mystery,
while removed beyond the reach of present
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